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FILE OF TI{E COTINCIL NO

2046

AN oRDrNqCti

ESTABLISEING III]GULATIONS TOR THE DISCEA,RGE OF STORM WATER II{'TO
THE SEWER SYSTEM PRO\/TDING TOR.TNE ENFORCEMENT OIf TUIS
ORDINAITCE DEEINING CERININ rI'EMS AND IMPOSING PENALTIES.

WEEREAS, the Serwer Aurhority of the City of Scranion has taken steps 0o onidmize

the stornr w:Lter received by the sanitary sewil system; aad

WEEREAS. in order to cornply with the Clean Watcr Act, nrunicipalities nrust lilccwise

minirnize tlre intakg of storm wator into the sanitary sewers,

NOW' TEEREFORE BE IT ORDA'INED that the Council ofthe City of Soranron hercby

ENACTS the foilowing,

SICCTION 1 - GENDRAL PRO\ISIONS

Lt 
'EPtP-osc snd Poliry

This Ordinance ser$.fonh uniform reguirenrenrs lbr corrtributions tb the Sewer Systcm within the
City o1'ssrunton and enables the City to comply with alt applicablc State and Federal lawu
required by the Clean W+ter Act of 1977 and thc Gc.neral Pretreatment Regulatiors (40 CF\
.Pam 403),

Thc objcctivos ofthis Ordinance are,

I To prwent the introduction of storfl watu into the Sewer $ystem which will interfete
with the oporation of the system or contaminate the resulting sludge;

2 To prwent the introduction of Polluta,ilte into the Se\iler System which will pass through
the systern, inadequately treated, into the receiving watsrs or the atmosphcto or slherwise
be incompatible with tho system

3, To improve the oppornrnity to tecycle and reclsim wasteu/aters and sludgcs from the
Sy8tcm, flIld

4 To provide for equitable distribution of tho <iporating cost of the Sewer System,

5 'l'o prohibit the connection bf downspour gutters to the serwer systefl,

This ordinancc shall Epply to the City of Scranton and to person$ oucsi<fe the City who arg by
contraot or agrcqnlent with thc city or its agentso Users of the City's Sewer Systan. Except ls
rfherwise^provided hgreirr, thp CitV of Sorantorl or its duly outhorized represerrtativcs or agents
.shall adnrinister, implernent, and enforce the ptovisious of this ordinance
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SEC'I'ION 2 - DEFINITIONS

?J Words. Terms and Phrases

Thd following words, terms and phrases when used in this Ordinance shall have the meaning
g^scribcd tp thcn ia this section, eocr:cpt where tho contoct clearly indicates a different meaning
Words, [enns and phrascs aro ss follows:

I Ast or "'thc Ast": Ths Federal Water Pollution Costrol Act, also known as the Clean
Warer Act, as unen<led, 33 U S C, 125I. er seq

2 Storm wator: Any flow occurring druing or following any fornt o.fuotural prccipitation
and rcsulting thereof"

3 Person: Any individual, partnership, co-p;utnership, lirnr, cornpsny, corporation,
association, joint stock cotitpony, [ru6t, €strfe govemdcntal enti,ty or any ottrer tegai
entity, or the.ir legal representatives, agent$ or assigns. The ru*sculine gender shall
include thc {tminino. the siugrrlar shall include the plural where indicated by the coiltcxt

4. Owner: Any persort vested with owrrership, legal or equitablg sole or partial., of any
improved property

5 Us€r: Any persCIn who contributes., causes or permits the contribrrtion of wastowater into
the $ewer Systern,

SECTION 3 . REGULA.I'IONS

3.1 (J*e of SewetSy9tr.c_L[

I All scwagc and authorized Industrial Waste may be discharged to thc Scwc,r System
except thosc which are deemed harmftl to the system or are specifically prohibitcd by
this Ordinance,

2. No Ussr shall disoh,arge or cause to be discharged any Sl;onn watcr, surface water,
(irouutlwatcr, roof ruuofi, subsurfaoo, drainag€, non-cortact Cooling Watu, drainage
from tile fields or unpolluted procese wsters to sny Ssnitary Sewer

3 No User shall bc pcrmitte<l to have a dowrtspout guffer empty into or be connected to nny
pipe leading to tbe sewer system.

SECTION 4 - XEES

4.1 Pumoge

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide forthe recovery of costs from Usus ot'thc Scwcr
Authority'e Scwor Systcm for the implomontation of thc program established herein. 't'he

applicoble chmgcs or fccs shnll bc se"t tbrttr in the Scwcr Authority's schedule of charge.s and
fees,

4.2 Charges and Fees

The Sewer A.urhority ruay lronr rime to time collect charges and lbes to iuclurJe:

'l - Fees for reimbursement of costs of setting up flnd operating the Ssrl/er Authority's
D ownspout Enforccmnt Progf am,

Z. ttees for rrronitorin$; inspectiorrs, and surveillance procedures.
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Fees for reviewing accidentai discharge procedures aild construction.

Otlrcr focs as thc Sewer Autholity nray deem necessary to carry out the requirements
contained herein,

These fees relate solely to the matter$ covered by thie Ordinanoc and arc separate from all othcr
fees chargeable by the Sewer Authority Thcse fees shall be payable by the User wit"hiil lbrry-
five (a5) days of notilication, or the User will be subject to such enforcement action deemed
necessary

SECTION 5 - ENFORCICUII(]NiT

When making determinatir:ns rcganlirtg the level of the enforcement" the Sewer Authority will
sonsida thc sovcrity of the violatiof" tbe duration of the violation, and the fainress, equity,
coffiistcncy., ond integrity of the program,

5.1 EnforcementDesignation

'l'he Ciry of Scranton hereby designates the Sc,ranton Sowcr Authority as the Enfiorcement agent
in connection with any and all enfcrrcomcnt aspects of this ordinsnce,

fr Enforcenrent llesponse Criteria

I Errcrgenoy Authority to Suspend or l'ernrinate $ervice

a 'l'he 
$ewer Authority may susponrl tho Wastow#ertreatruent service when such

suspension is necessary, in thc opinion of the Sewer A*rthority, in ordu to stop an
actunl ot thrcatcnctl discharge whicir pre.sents or rnay present ar imminent or
substuntial ondangument to the health or welfare of persons" to the environment,
or c4uges Tnterference to the Sewcr Systcm.

h A-ny Person notified of a suspetsiol of the Wastewster'rreakncdr[ service slull
immediately stnp or eliminote the discharge, ln the event of a Pailute of the 

r

Person to comply votuntarily with zuspension orde.r, the Se$/er Authority shall
take such steps as deemed noccssary including immtxlintcly $ovcranco ofthc
Sewer coilnectionr to prevent or minimize damage-to ths Sewer Syst€m or
endangermert to zuly individuals,

The Sewer r\,uthority shall reinstato the Wastcwattr teatuent service upon proof
of the eliminttiou o f the non-conrpl y i ng di sc harge

2. Enforcement Responss Guide

For violations not requiring thc Scwtr Authority to invoke its enrergetrcy rutlmrity, certain
guidelines sholl bc cleveloped by the Sewer,A.uthority and used to determine the appropriate
enforcement action to be taken. In instances of contirruing violati<lns, onforcernent actions.,
iuoreasing in severity, shall bc uscd until cornpliance is auained, Thcso guidelines shall be made
available for inspsclion upon reque$t and niay contain the following eirforcernelt actionst

a Notice of Violation

Whenever the Sewer Authority finds that any User has violated or is violrting this
Ordinancg an order isnred herzunder or any prohibition, limimrion of
rcquiromeats containcd hcrcrn. the Sewer Authodty may serve upon said User a
written notice stating the nature of the violation(s), Within ten (10) days of the
date of the receipt, a plan for the satisfactory corection and preventiou thcrcof
shall be submitted to the Sewer Authuity by the User. Subrnissio{ of this plan in
no way rclicvcs thc Usrr of lirtbiiily lbr any violation occurrir4; before or after
receipt of:the Notice of Violation
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Coruent Orders

"l'he 
Sewer Authority is hcreby empowered to cntcr ioto Consent Orders,

rssuralrces of voluntary compliancg or similr documcnts cstablishing an
agrcc'mont with the User responsible for the noncompliance, Such orders will
include specific action to be aken by the User to corrcotthe noncompliance
within a time period al.so specified by the order. Corr.scnt Orders shall have the
same tbrce artd effect as compliance orders issuerl pursuant to Sectioq 5 2(d)
below

Show Cause Hearing

The $ewer Authority moy order any User which onuses or conrdbutes to violation
of this Ordinance or to uhow cause why a proposed eoforcement action should not
be takcn. A noticc shall be scrycd on the llser specifying the tirnc and place of a
heoring to bc hcld by fto Sewrr Authority regarding the violstio4 thc rcasons
why the action is to be taken, the prgpgssd enforccmont action, and directing the
tlser to show cause before the Sewer Authority why the proposed eiforcenrent
ection should not betaken. The notice ofthe hearing shsl1 be served personally or
by registered or certified mail (retum receipt requestcd) at least ten (10) days
before the hearing. whcthu or not n duly notified User appeors os noticc{.,
immediate enfurcernent action riray be pursucd

(1) Thc Scwbr Authonty may itself conduct the hearing antl take the widenca.
or may designate any of its members or any officer, employee, or agcnt of
the City to

a, Lssue in the narne ofthc Sewer Authority noliccs of hearings
requesring the attendance and tcstimony of witnesses afid thc

production of evidence relevs,nt llo any matter involved in such
herrrings;

b Take the widence;

c '['ran$mit 
a repoft offhe evidcnce and hearing, includiqe hanscripts

and other evidence, togethet with resommendations to the Sower
Authority for aotion ftrereon.

(iD .A.fter the Sewer Authority has rcviewed the eviclencg it may issue an
order to the User responsible for the discharge directing that following a
specified tirne perio4 thc Sowor service be discorrtinued unless the

(lomplinnoe Order

Vflten the Sewer Authority furds that a User has violatcd or.oontinues to violnto
this Ordinauce, an order may be issucd to the User responeiblo fbr the diii:halge
direotirrg thnt, following a specific time period, sew(r sewice shall be
discontinue<l, Otders rnay blso contaiu other requirencnts as might be reasonubly
treoessary and appropriate to address the noncoupliance

Injunctive Itelief

Wltcucvcr a Perscln has violated or continues to violatc the provisions of this
Otdinsnc$, tho Sewer Authority, through the Solicitor, rhny petition the coult fbr
isnrance of prelirninary or pcrmancnt injunction or both (as may bc appropriate)
which rcsnains or compele thc astivities on the pan of that Pcrsou.

If *y User violates the provisions of this Ordinnnce, any order issued 0o tlat User
by the SewEr Authodty, or af,y othcr applicable State or Nationnl law, regulation
law. regulation or rule thc Scwcr Authority Solicitor may comficnoc an action for
appropriate legal and/or equitable relief iu tlrc Court of Common Pleas of
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Lackawanna County

f Crirniual hoceedings

fuiy Person who willfully or negligently violntos any provision of this Ordinance,
or who kuowiugly makes any false statement$, represen[ation or cwiification in
ouy epplicatio4 record, report, plan or other document lilcd or required to be
maintained pursuant to this Ordinancg or v*ro falsifies, tampers with, or
Ioowingly rendens inaccurate any monitoriug dovice or method rerlrir.ecl under
this Ordinance, the Scwer Authority Solioitor may request the District Attorney of
Laokawarna County Io commence approprifltc togul action.

SECTION 6 . P-ITNALTIES - COSTS

61 eryil-Pendfu

Any User who is found to have violated an Order of thc City Council or fails to cornply with any
provision ofthis Ordinancg or edy ordcrs., rules, regulations and pennits iszued trerepndet shgli
be finod not more than $1,000,00 tbr cach offonso. Each day on which a violation shall occur ot
continue shall be dcr:med a separate and distinct offensc. I-u addition ro the penalitios provided
herein, the Sewer Auth<lrity urayrecover reasonable $ttofneys' fees, court costs, court reporters'
foos and other otperrses of litigation by appropriate suit at lew agninst the Person found to hnvc
violatod this Ordinance or the orders, rulos, regulafions, and petmits issued hereunder

6.2 Crirninnl.P_c_nah!gs

,t\ny individual who knowingly, willfully, or intcntionaliy make.s any flaloe st{tements,
representation or certificntion in any application, record, rsport, plan or other documcnt filed or
rcquired to be mainlained pursuaut to this Ordinancg or who faleifiss, tampers witlq or
knowingly, renders inaccurate uny nqnitoring device or nretho{ requircd under this Ordirnnce ,
shall, upou conviotion, be punished by a fuic of not.more than $1.0d0 and/or by imprisonment
for not more than onc ye.ar

6,3- Recovary of Ccsts Incurred

In addition to Civil ord Criminal Pcnalties, the llser violatirg tmy of the provisions of ttris
Ordinance that causes dam,agc to or stherwirie inhibits the $ewer Authority's Sewer Systern'and/or Sewagc Treatment Plan, shall be lisble to the Sower Authority for any c*pu*.r, loss, or
dantage.causcd by suoh violation or discharge, The Sewcr Authority shall bill dc Usgr fix costs
incurred by the Sewer Authority for any oleaning, repair, 9r replacurront work caused. by the
violation or discharge

SECTION 7 . SIVDRABILITY

Ilany provisionn psragroph, word, scstiou or article of this Ordinance is invalidated by an courr
of competent jurisdictiort, the'temaining provisions, paragrap[ words, sections, and chnpter shall
rot bc afibced and shall continue in full force and effect

SEC'TION S - CITY OF SCRA}ITON ^ SEWERAUTHOTTNY OF TEE CITY Or
SCRANTON . INTERRETA.I:I ON STIIP

Thc rclationship between rhe Ciry of Scranton and the Sewcr Authority of the Cify of Sr.:rmton is
89Y9rued by the provision ofthe 1968 Trust Indenture & Lease and the Operating Agrccmcnt of
1990 and other applicable ordinancos

SITCTION 9 . CONX'LICT AND HEADINGS

All othcr ordinance.s.and pa(s of othet ordiilances incousisteut or conflictilg with any part of
lhis Ordinance are hireby repealed to the extent ol'such iursonsisten"y or *nflirt.

The headings iu this Ordinance are solely for convenience anti shall harie no effect in t1c lesal
interpretation of any provision lrercof
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SECTION 10 - EFFEC"TIYE DATE

The Sewer Authririty fcsefves the right to make sfosngcs liom tinc to tinc as, in its opinion, may
be desirable or beoolicial md to arnend this Ordinsncc in such manner and at such ttrnes, a.s, in
its ophion, rray be o<fvisable. This Ordinance becomes eflective imrnediately upon approval by
tltc Couttcil of tlrc City of Scranton.

SEC'I'ION 11 - HOME RI]LE

Thiu Ordinance is enaoted by the Couucil of the City of Scranton under the authority,of the Act
of tlre Legislatr-ue, April 13,1972, Act No, 62, known as the "Honf,e Rule Charter and Optron
Plaru Low", and any other applicable law urising under the iaws of rhe State of Pennsylvania.
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